














































AN AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE  

PROFESSIONAL ADVANCED INSPECTOR SERVICES IN MORRISON COUNTY 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is by and between the County of Stearns, a body politic and corporate, 

hereinafter referred to as “Stearns County” and the County of Morrison, a body politic and 

corporate, hereinafter referred to as the “contracting county”.  

 

WHEREAS, the proper location, design, installation, use and maintenance of Type IV, Type V, 

ISTS designs with flows of greater than 2,500 gallons per day, and midsized subsurface sewage 

treatment systems (MSTS) protects the public health, safety and general welfare by the discharge 

of adequately treated sewage to the ground water; and  

 

WHEREAS, The contracting county  has requested infield verification of the periodically 

saturated soil or bedrock, design review, and inspection services for Type IV, Type V, ISTS with 

design flows of greater than 2,500 gallons per day, and midsized sewage treatment systems 

(MSTS) from Stearns County; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Steams County Environmental Services Department is authorized by the 

Stearns County Board of Commissioners to provide infield verification of the periodically 

saturated soil or bedrock, design plan review, and inspection services for Type IV, Type V, ISTS 

designs with flows of greater than 2,500 gallons per day, and midsized sewage treatment systems 

(MSTS) to the contracting county.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by and between the parties as follows:  

 

A. Stearns County through the Stearns County Environmental Services Department shall 

provide professional advanced inspector services for the contracting county in those areas 

of the contracting county under jurisdiction of the current subsurface sewage treatment 

system ordinance. 

 

B.  Stearns County through the Stearns County Environmental Services Department shall 

provide infield verification of the periodically saturated soil or bedrock, design plan 

review, and inspection services for Type IV, Type V, ISTS with design flows of greater 

than 2,500 gallons per day, and midsized sewage treatment systems (MSTS) for the 

contracting county.  

 

C.  Stearns County Environmental Services shall provide professional advanced inspector 

services in accordance with Minnesota Rules, part 7082.0500, subpart 3 A and part 

7083.0750, subpart 1B; or successor rules. 

 

D. General requirements: 

 

1. Contracting County shall: 

 

a. Issue the sewage treatment permit and the operating permit for the advanced 

sewage treatment system based on an independent design submitted to and 

approved by Stearns County. 



 

b. Ensure that an MPCA licensed Service Provider, as described in Minnesota Rules, 

part 7083.0780; or successor rules, has been retained to oversee the operation and 

maintenance of the advanced sewage treatment system on the subject property. 

 

c.   Make available upon request of Stearns County any and all documents relating to 

the subject property including, but not limited to prior SSTS permits, soil 

information, and land use permit records. 

 

d. Handle all dispute resolution matters according to the established protocol in local 

ordinance, or if there is not such a protocol in place then as per MN Rule Chapter 

7082.0700 Subpart 5; or successor rules.      

 

e.  Be responsible for any enforcement issues associated with any permit handled 

under this agreement. 

 

f.   Provide copies of the issued septic permit and operating permit to Stearns County. 

 

g. Submit to Stearns County all applications within two (2) days of receipt of the 

permit application by the Contracting County. 

  

2. Stearns County shall: 

 

a. Conduct infield soil verifications with the designer on site. The designer shall 

give Stearns County Environmental Services staff 72 hour notice to schedule 

infield soil verifications. 

 

b. Contact the Contracting County within 5 business days after receipt of an ssts 

permit application with status update of initial review noting all missing or 

conflicting information. 

 

c. Review and give final approval of the submitted ssts permit design. 

 

d. Review operating permit before it is issued by the Contracting County. 

 

e. Inspect and give final as-built approval of all ssts permit installations handled 

under this agreement.  The installer shall give Stearns County Environmental 

Services staff 72 hour notice to schedule inspections. 

 

f. Provide copies of as-built inspections and any tests conducted to the Contracting 

County within 5 days of conducing final inspections. 

 

g. Abide by all Federal, State and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations now 

in effect or hereinafter adopted pertaining to this Agreement or to the facilities, 

programs and staff for which Stearns County is responsible.   



E.  PAYMENT:  

1. Stearns County shall bill the Contracting County for hours spent in providing 

professional advanced inspector services outlined in Section D. 2. Of this agreement 

at the rate of $50.00 per hour. 

 

2. In the event that travel is required, the Contracting County's fee for services shall be 

calculated from the time of staff departure from the Stearns County Environmental 

Services Department until the time of return to the Stearns County Environmental 

Services Department. Mileage shall be reimbursed at the current rate established by 

the Stearns County Board of Commissioners, but this amount shall not exceed the 

maximum allowed by the IRS. 

 

3. The Contracting County shall reimburse the actual cost to Stearns County for any 

tests, supplies, materials or special services required to complete the contracted 

professional advanced inspector services.  

 

 

F.  CONTRACT TERM AND RENEWAL 

            The term of this Contract shall be effective on the date of signature by the Stearns County 

Board Chair. The contract may be terminated by either party by giving written notice no less 

than thirty (30) days prior to the requested termination date.  The contract may be subject to 

annual review and modification under conditions agreeable to both parties.  All modifications 

must be in writing and signed by all parties.   

 

 

1. Nonappropriation.  Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the 

contrary, this Agreement may be terminated by the County in the event sufficient 

funds from the County, State, Federal or other sources are not appropriated, obtained 

and continued at least at the level relied on for the performance of this Agreement; 

and the nonappropriation of funds did not result from any act of bad faith on the part 

of the County.  The Agreement shall be terminated as of the date identified in the 

Notice of Termination. If the Agreement is terminated pursuant to this paragraph the 

County shall not thereafter purchase similar services from another vendor as were 

being provided by Contractor, for the duration of the full original term of this 

Agreement or the end of the County’s fiscal year, whichever is less.  

 

 

G. RECORDS, DISCLOSURE/AUDIT/RETENTION:  Subject to paragraph H, the 

parties books, records, documents, papers, accounting procedures and practices and other 

evidences relevant to this agreement are subject to the examination, duplication, 

transcription and audit by the parties and either the Legislative or State Auditor, for a 

minimal of six (6) years pursuant  to Minnesota Statute 16C.05, subd. 5.  Such evidence 

is also subject to review by the Comptroller General of the United States, or a duly 

authorized representative, if federal funds are used for any work under this Agreement.  

The parties agree to maintain such evidences for a period of six (6) years from the date of 



the services or payment were last provided or made or longer if any audit in progress 

requires a longer retention period. This section shall survive termination of this 

agreement. 

 

H.  Ownership of Documents: Any reports, studies, or other documents prepared by Stearns 

County in the performance of its obligations under this Agreement shall be the exclusive 

property of the Contracting County, and all such materials shall be remitted to the 

Contracting County by the Stearns County upon completion, termination, or cancellation 

of this Agreement. Contractor shall not use, willingly allow, or cause to have such 

materials used for any purpose other than performance of Stearns County’s obligations 

under this Agreement without the prior written consent of the Contracting County. This 

provision will survive termination of this Agreement.  

 

I. MUTUAL INDEMNIFICATION:  Each party shall be liable for its own acts to the 

extent provided by law and hereby agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the 

other, its officers and employees against any and all liability, loss, costs, damages, 

expenses claims or actions, including attorney’s fees which the other, its officers and 

employees may hereafter sustain, incur or be required to pay, arising out of or by reason 

of any act or omission of the party, its agents, servants or employees, in execution, 

performance, or failure to adequately perform its obligations pursuant to this Agreement.  

Each County’s liability shall be limited by the provisions of Minnesota Statute, Chapter 

466 (Tort Liability, Political Subdivisions) or other applicable law. This section shall 

survive termination of this agreement. 

 

J. DATA PRIVACY: For the purpose of this agreement all data collected, created, 

received, maintained or disseminated shall be governed by the Minnesota Government 

Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statute Chapter 13, or amendments thereto, and the 

Minnesota Rules implementing the act now in force or hereafter adopted or amended, as 

well as federal laws on data privacy.  The parties shall strictly comply with all statutes 

and rules.  All subcontracts shall contain the same data practices compliance 

requirements.  The person employed by the party to assure compliance with the 

Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, or amendments thereto, shall be the party’s 

authorized representative, unless the party’s responsible authority is specified in this 

agreement.  The remedies available in Minnesota Statutes, section 13.08, or amendments 

thereto, apply to the parties. This section shall survive termination of this agreement.  

 

K. AMENDMENTS and MODIFICATIONS: Any alterations, amendments, deletions or 

waivers of the provisions of this agreement shall be valid only when reduced to writing 

and duly signed by the parties. 

 

 L.  SUBCONTRACTING AND ASSIGNMENT Stearns County shall not enter into any 

subcontract for performance of any of the services contemplated by this Agreement nor 

assign any interest in the Agreement without the prior written approval of the Contracting 

County and subject to such conditions and provisions as the Contracting County may 

deem necessary.  Stearns County shall be responsible for the performance of all 

subcontractors. 

 





 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Dwayne and Jayne Lange for a Conditional Use Permit: 31.0410.000, 10.0184.002 & 10.0184.003 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on October 10, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on September 25, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on a 40 acre parcel, with two adjacent parcels for a total 

of 79.43 acres. A Tier 1 swine feedlot exists on the property. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement swine feedlot 

through the construction of a 51’ x 176’ addition onto the existing barn. 

 

3. The applicant was granted a variance on April 4, 2017 to: 

a. Construct the barn 155 feet from the west property line (45 foot encroachment) 

b. Construct the barn within the setbacks (1,320’ required) to three non-feedlot residences; 

1,010 feet, 1,260 feet and 1,200 feet 

 

4. The nearest residence is 1,010 feet from the barns.  The nearest feedlot is approximately 2,450 feet 

away. 

 

5. The applicant will utilize a certified custom applicator for manure application.  Thirteen acres of 

the applicant’s property will be utilized for manure application and the rest will be transferred to 

others for application. 331 additional acres have been identified. Those acres are located in 

Elmdale Township. 

 

6. Inspection of the existing operation was conducted.  The handling of mortalities is not in 

compliance with the Minnesota Department of Animal Health standards.  The applicant was 

informed of this, and plans to construct a compliant composting facility to handle mortalities. 

 

7. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 94%. The required OFFSET annoyance-free rating feedlots 

must meet is 91%. 

 

8. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure will be applied and incorporated within 24 

hours of application. The applicant will notify neighbors when the pits will be pumped and an 

attempt to avoid holidays and special events will be made.  Composting was identified as the 

primary method for disposal of animal mortalities, with rendering as a backup. 

 

Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies dispersion/mixing of air with tree plantings, 

establishment of adequate separation distances, maintenance of clean, dry floors, elimination of 

manure build up, prompt clean up of spilled feed, reduction of feed and water waste/loss, 

maintenance of exhaust fans, addition of chemicals to reduce odor, management of mortilites in 

compliance with Minnesota Board of Animal Health and consultation with the feedlot officer to 

reduce feedlot odors 

 

Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies check dams and erosion blankets, 

vegetative buffers and silt fencing for erosion and sediment control practices. 

 



 

 

 

9. The applicant has contacted the DNR in regards to the need for a water appropriation permit.  The 

DNR has indicated no permit is needed. 

 

10. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 

11. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 

 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

13. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

a. The site will likely need a tile line to remove excess water from the area around the storage 

pit. 

b. The proposed barn addition will be into the existing woods, providing for screening and 

odor control. 

c. Present animal mortality handling must cease and an MBAH approved method must be 

done. 

 

14. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. An acceptable composting facility must be constructed and utilized prior to stocking the barn 

addition.  

 

15. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

16. 29 notices were sent out regarding this item 

 

17. One person commented in favor of the request at the public hearing.   

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 

 

a. Proper mortality composting and adding rendering to suggested condition number four 

b. The variance history on the property 

c. Manure application and incorporation 

 





 

 

 

 

Conditions 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

 

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

 

3. Abide by the submitted good neighbor, stormwater and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

 

4. An acceptable composting facility must be constructed and used or a rendering company must be 

utilized for mortalities prior to stocking the barn addition. 

 

5. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

 



 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Jeremy and Jessica Lucking for a Conditional Use Permit: 24.0275.000, 24.0272.000 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on October 10, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on September 25, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on a 40 acre parcel, with an adjacent 80 acre parcel for a 

total of 120 acres. A Tier 1 poultry feedlot exists on the property, along with 11 head of cattle. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented east and west.  It will meet all required 

Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,640 feet from the barns.  The nearest feedlot is 

approximately 1,450 feet away. 

 

4. The applicant will transfer all manure to others for application. 852.96 acres have been identified. 

Those acres are located in Granite, Leigh, Pulaski and Richardson Townships within Morrison 

County, and property in Crow Wing County as well. 

 

5. A manure stacking slab is not planned to be built.  The soils are NOT suitable for short-term 

stockpiling. 

 

6. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 99%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

7. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year.  

 

8. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure will be hauled immediately from the barn 

into dump trailers and delivered to the manure recipient. Composting was identified as the primary 

method for disposal of animal mortalities, with rendering as a backup. 

 

Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies development of a neighbor relations plan,  

maintenance of clean, dry floors, composting of mortalities within an enclosed structure and 

reduction of the length of time stockpile/manure pack is maintained to reduce feedlot odors 

 

Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies avoidance of wetland areas, 

vegetative buffers and silt fence as erosion prevention and sediment control practices. 

 

9. The applicant has contacted the DNR in regards to the need for a water appropriation permit.  The 

DNR has indicated no permit is needed. 

 

10. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 



 

 

 

11. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

12. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

13. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. This is included in your packet.  

Comment and recommendations were: 

a. The site is limited with the wetland, grade and property line locations, the area for the barn 

is tight. 

b. 2,800 square feet of wetland filling is required for driveway installation.  This must be 

permitted with the SWCD. 

c. Adjacent properties are fully agricultural with cropland and a dairy farm. 

d. A vegetative grass buffer surrounding the barn should be considered to prevent erosion 

from roof run-off (see feedlot compliance drawing) 

 

14. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

 

15. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

16. 20 notices were sent out regarding this item; the County Engineer submitted an email stating no 

concern with the impact on the County road with this proposal. 

 

17. No public comment was received at the hearing. 

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 

 

o Feedlot Officer explanation of manure transfer agreements, manure location, results of 

existing feedlot inspection 

o Barn clean out procedure 

o Manure going out of county (Crow Wing) and the oversight that may need, removal of the 

10 acres in Crow Wing County from the plan 

o Responsibility of the producer to ensure manure is properly handled 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

Conditions 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

 

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

 

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

 

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 



 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Jerry Malinowski for a Conditional Use Permit: 21.0252.000 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on October 10, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on September 25, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on a 120 acre parcel. A Tier 1 poultry feedlot exists on 

the property, along with 22 cow/calf pairs. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented north and south.  It will meet all 

required Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,200 feet from the barns.  The nearest 

feedlot is approximately 1,200 feet away. 

 

4. The applicant utilizes approximately 190 acres of his own crop land for application of manure 

from the existing barn.  The manure from the new barn will be transferred to others for 

application. 557 acres have been identified for manure transfer. Those acres are located in Pierz 

Township.  

 

5. A manure stacking slab is not planned to be built.  The soils are suitable for short-term stockpiling, 

if needed. 

 

6. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 98%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

7. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year.  

 

8. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – Dry manure will be applied to owned fields and chisel 

plowed within 48 hours. A good faith effort will be made to notify neighbors when cleaning barns 

and hauling manure. Composting was identified as the primary method for disposal of animal 

mortalities, with burial as a backup. 

 

Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies development of a neighbor relations plan,  

maintenance of clean, dry floors, maintenance of exhaust fans and avoidance of dust and manure 

accumulation and management of mortalities to reduce feedlot odors. 

 

Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies minimal disturbance, vegetative 

buffers and silt fence as erosion prevention and sediment control practices. 

 

9. The applicant has made application to the DNR for a water appropriation permit.  The DNR has 

anticipated no issue with the permit issuance. 

 

10. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas  

 



 

 

 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 

11. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

12. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 



 

 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

13. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

a. The site is adequate for a barn provided adequate acres are found to treat the manure 

b. The area is predominantly agricultural, made up of cropland 

c. A stacking slab is encouraged for temporary manure stockpiling 

d. A vegetative buffer around the barn is recommended for control of roof run-off  

 

14. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

15. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

16. 15 notices were sent out regarding this item; the County Engineer submitted an email stating no 

concern with the impact on the County road with this proposal. 

 

17. No public comment was received at the hearing. 

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 

 

o Applicant is currently using an uncovered slab at the existing barn for manure stockpiles 

o Incorporation of manure 

o Notification to the feedlot officer of barn clean out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

Conditions 

 

1. Abide by local and state law. 

 

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

 

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater and feedlot odor minimization plans. 

 

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

5. The property owner shall notify the feedlot officer at the time of barn clean outs. 

 



 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Jeffrey and Michele Young for a Conditional Use Permit: 01.0035.000, 01.0032.000 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on October 10, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on September 25, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on 120 acres, made up of two parcels. A Tier 1 poultry 

feedlot exists on the property. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented in a northwest direction.  It will meet 

all required Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,350 feet from the barns.  The 

nearest feedlot is approximately 5,300 feet away. 

 

4. The applicant will utilize 290 of his own acres for some manure application and will transfer the 

rest of the manure to others for application. 625 additional acres have been identified. Those acres 

are located in Agram, Belle Prairie, Green Prairie, Little Falls and Ripley Townships. 

 

5. A manure stacking slab for manure stockpiling and composting is planned to be built at the same 

time as the barn. The soil is not suitable for short-term stockpiling.  

 

6. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 98%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

7. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year.  

 

8. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure applied to the applicant’s fields will be 

incorporated within two days of application. A good faith effort will be made to avoid manure 

application during holidays and known special events. Composting was identified as the primary 

method for disposal of animal mortalities, with rendering as a backup. 

 

Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies establishment of adequate separation distances, 

maintenance of clean, dry floors, elimination of manure buildup, prompt cleanup of spilled feed, 

reduction of feed and water waste and losses, maintenance of exhaust fans, proper management of 

animal mortalities including composting of mortalities within an enclosed structure and reduction 

of the length of time stockpile/manure pack is maintained to reduce feedlot odors. 

 

Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies vegetative buffers, minimal soil 

disturbance and silt fence as erosion prevention and sediment control practices. 

 

9. The applicant has contacted the DNR in regards to the need for a water appropriation permit.  The 

DNR has indicated no permit is needed. 

 

10. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas  



 

 

 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 

11. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

12. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 



 

 

 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

13. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

a. The site is sensitive in respect to proximity to protected waters and wetlands. 

b. Due to the large amount of wetland on the property, manure application setbacks must be 

understood and observed, recommended condition for identification of setbacks. 

c. This area has a known drinking water safety issue due to high nitrates. Stockpiling of 

manure should not occur on this site, unless upon a stacking slab. Manure should be tested 

and reported as to location of application and number of acres.  

d. Due to rolling nature of the property, this site must be stabilized as soon as possible to 

prevent erosion. 

e. A vegetative grass buffer surrounding the barn should be considered to prevent erosion 

from roof run-off (see feedlot compliance drawing) 

 

14. Suggested Conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Stacking slab must be constructed prior to stocking the barn. 

5. Plant and maintain a grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for ongoing 

stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

15. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

16. 30 notices were sent out regarding this item; the County Engineer submitted an email stating no 

concern with the impact on the County road with this proposal. 

 

17. No public comment was received at the hearing. 

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 

 

o Wetland conditions on the property 

o Adequate storage on the existing stacking slab 

o Manure application map 

o Review of proposed conditions and an additional one to notify feedlot officer of manure 

transfers 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

Conditions 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

 

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

 

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

 

4. Stacking slab must be constructed prior to stocking the barn. 

 

5. Plant and maintain a grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for ongoing 

stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

6. The property owner shall notify the feedlot officer of all manure transfers. 

 














































