










 
September 19, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Morrison County Commissioners, 
 
 
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. This month provides 
an excellent opportunity for our county to demonstrate its support in ending 
domestic violence and to support the numerous victims who are among us. 
Moreover, it is a wonderful opportunity to educate the public on the seriousness 
of domestic violence and the prevalence of this epidemic in our lives. 
 
Hands of Hope Resource Center would be honored if you would sponsor an 
official proclamation to recognize October as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month in Morrison County. Your proclamation would lend official recognition to 
the important work of educating the public on domestic violence, as well as 
emphasize your personal commitment to ending this crime.  
 
I have enclosed a proclamation for you to review. If you have any questions 
concerning the request, the proclamation, or Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, please contact me at 320-632-1657 or 
Julie.handsofhope@co.todd.mn.us. 
 
As always, we appreciate your support of Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
and the ending of domestic violence. Thank you for your consideration on this 
special request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Julie M. Kapsch 
 

 
 
Julie Kapsch 
Assistant Director 
Hands of Hope Resource Center 
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 In the Matter of an Application  
by Devon and Peter Przybilla for a Conditional Use Permit: 02.0200.000 

 
 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 
Commissioners on October 11, 2016.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 
hearing before the Morrison County Planning Commission on September 26, 2016, the recommendations 
of the Planning Commission, staff and all files and records relating to the application, the Board makes 
the following: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

1. The applicant currently operates a Tier I poultry feedlot (242 animal units) on the property, A two 
tiered 40’ x 460’ barn oriented east and west exists on the property.  20 cow/calf pairs are also 
present and they are primarily pastured. The applicant is proposing to construct a second poultry 
barn, 60’ x 624’ in size, oriented north and south, along with a compost shed for mortalities.  The 
total animal units with the expansion would be 461, which moves the operation into a Tier II 
feedlot facility. 
 

2. 75 contiguous acres is required for a Tier II feedlot. The parcel is 120 acres in size. 
 
3. All of the manure will be transferred to area farmers. The applicant has provided manure transfer 

agreements for acceptance of the manure on 400 acres of land located in Ripley and Platte 
Townships. 
 

4. During the public hearing, the Planning Commission had discussion with the applicant about 
barn/manure clean out and whether manure is stockpiled on site. The current operation employs a 
scrape and haul clean out regime and it is expected this will continue with the new barn.  At most, 
manure is piled on the concrete slabs at the end of the barn for three days before it is hauled away 
for application on the fields. 
 

5. A compost facility/structure is proposed to service both barns. The County feedlot setbacks apply 
to this structure.  Prior to permitting the construction, applicable setbacks will be verified. 
 

6. All County feedlot setbacks will be met and an OFFSET annoyance-free rating of 98% would be 
achieved to the nearest neighbor from the new poultry barn. The nearest residence is 1,000 feet 
away to the east and the nearest feedlot would be about 2,150 feet away to the northwest.   
 

7. The applicant has submitted a Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan and a State Construction 
Short Form/Interim Permit application has been submitted to the Planning and Zoning Office. A 
compliance inspection of the current operation was conducted by the Morrison County feedlot 
officer.  The current operation is compliant with state and county standards. 
 

8. The applicant has been in contact with the DNR in regards to the need for a water appropriation 
permit. The DNR has informed the applicant the proposed volume of water use does not require 
DNR permitting. 
 

9. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 
Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas 
which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 
agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 
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10. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives:  
 
Agriculture A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and 
stable agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy 
and meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 
 
Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 
necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 
 
Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 
on the natural and human environment 
 
Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 
economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 
when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 
certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 
rural land uses in these same areas. 
 
Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 
uses for agricultural products or lands. 
 
Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 
tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 
done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 
property owners and important wildlife habitats. 
 
Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 
interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 
manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 
vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 
or surface water pollution. 
 
Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 
such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 
conflicts and issues. 
 

11. Applicable The Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan goals and objectives: 
 
Groundwater 
 
Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 
Morrison County. 
Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 
visitors of Morrison County. 
 
Surface Water 
 
Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 
(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  
Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices.  
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Objective C: Provide protection and enhancement to the county’s high quality lakes, rivers, 
wetlands.  
Objective E: To improve, maintain, and ensure clean and healthy rivers in Morrison 
 
 
Land Use and Development 
 
Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  
Objective B: Reduce the pressure/impacts of shoreland, rural residential, and marginal land 
development  
Objective C: Reduce the loss of natural habitat.  
Objective D: Promote storm-water/drainage/floodwaters management 
 

12. An Environmental Review was conducted by the Morrison County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD).  The site was found to be adequate for the barn construction. It was noted that 
some wetland filling may be needed to construct the service road to the new barn.  The SWCD 
expects that can be done under the Wetland Conservation Act deminimus rules.  If not, the 
property owner must enter into a replacement agreement with the SWCD. 
 

13. At the hearing, the Planning Commission had discussion with the applicant and SWCD in regards 
to the stormwater movement, the effect of the new driveway and hydrology on the parcel and its 
impacts to neighbors.  The SWCD stated that during the driveway permitting process, the 
hydrology will be evaluated along with the need for culvert evaluation and placement. 
 

14. Steve Backowski, the Morrison County Engineer, commented at the public hearing that the roads 
that serve the area are of adequate construction to handle the expected truck traffic.  He also stated 
that the proposed driveway entrance to serve the new barn is an existing entrance that can remain, 
although it must be upgraded for increased truck traffic. 

 
15. Planning and Zoning staff suggested the following conditions if approved: 

 
1. Abide by local and state law.  
2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  
3. Abide by the good neighbor plan.  
4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barn for stormwater 
management  
 

16. A plat map, aerial photos, site photos, soils map, wetland map, well map, contour map and zoning 
maps were presented at the public hearing. 

 
17. 21 notices were sent out regarding this item.  

 
18. A telephone call was received prior to the hearing from Roger Olson, the neighbor to the east. He 

expressed concern about the water pooling on his property due to the existing field road and 
whether that will intensify if the driveway is built up. 
 

19. At the hearing, Paul Neiman, a Belle Prairie Township Board member and nearby neighbor, spoke 
in favor of the request.  
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The Planning Commission found: 

 
1. The requested use will not create an unreasonably excessive burden on the existing parks, 

schools, public roads or other utilities which serve or are proposed to serve the area, because 
the public roadway is adequate for the proposed truck traffic.  
 

2. The requested use is sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screening from 
adjacent agricultural or residentially zoned land so that existing homes will not be depreciated 
in value and there will be no deterrence to development of vacant land.  This is an expansion 
of an existing use which has not been a detriment to the area.  The new barn will be set a long 
distance off the road.  

 
3. The structure and the use shall have an appearance that will not have an adverse effect upon 

adjacent properties, because the new barn will be set back on the property, and there are many 
trees in the area.  

 
4. The requested use, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, is reasonably related to the 

existing land use and environment, because the existing use in the area is agriculture and the 
SWCD will deal with any hydrology issues.   

 
5. The requested use is consistent with the Morrison County Land Use Control Ordinance and the 

purposes of the zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.  This 
use is not a contradiction to the provisions of the ordinance and there have been no zoning 
violations on the property.  
 

6. The requested use is not in conflict with the Morrison County Comprehensive Plan. The 
Comprehensive Plan calls for protection of agricultural areas, and this proposed use meets the 
criteria within the zoning ordinance. 

 
7. The existing occupants of nearby structures will not be adversely affected because of intrusion 

of noise, odor, glare, or general unsightliness, because this building will be new and the 
operation will meet a 98% OFFSET rating. 

 
The following conditions were approved by the Planning Commission and were acceptable to the 
applicant: 
 

1. Abide by local and state law.  
2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  
3. Abide by the good neighbor plan.  
4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barn for stormwater      
management.  
5. Stockpiling of manure on the property shall not exceed seven (7) days. 
 

Motion was made by Robert Otremba and seconded by Ross Wamre to recommend approval of the 
application with above conditions.  The vote was “4” in favor, “0” opposed and “1” abstention.    
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DECISION 
 

WHEREFORE, the Morrison County Board of Commissioners hereby approves these findings of fact for 
a Conditional Use Permit to Devon and Peter Przybilla to expand to a Tier II feedlot located in Section 
23, Township 41N, Range 31W, Belle Prairie Township and hereby moves to grant the Conditional Use 
permit with the attached five (5) conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Chairman       Clerk 
Morrison County Board     Morrison County Board   
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Devon and Peter Przybilla: 02.0200.000 

 
 
 

Conditions 
 

1. Abide by local and state law.  
2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  
3. Abide by the good neighbor plan.  
4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barn for stormwater      
management.  
5. Stockpiling of manure on the property shall not exceed seven (7) days. 
 

35












