






















 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Chad and Theresa Sweeney for a Conditional Use Permit: 16.0027.000, 16.0027.001 & 16.0027.002 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on September 5, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on August 28, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on three contiguous parcels totaling 79.5 acres. A Tier 1 

poultry feedlot exists on the property, along with 17 head of cattle. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented north and south.  It will meet all 

required Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,200 feet from the barns.  The nearest 

feedlot is approximately 1,150 feet away. 

 

4. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 98%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

5. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year.  

 

6. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure will be composted and reused as bedding 

within the barns. The plan identifies that manure will be stored on a cement pad at the ends of the 

barns, then a majority of it transferred within 24 hours to other property owners after a clean out 

event.  Animal mortalities will be composted on site. A good faith effort will be made to maintain 

positive relationships with the neighbors and keep them aware of clean out activity. 

 

Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies development of a neighbor relations plan, adequate 

separation distances, management of animal mortalities via composting in an enclosed structure 

and reduction of manure stockpile is maintained to reduce feedlot odors 

 

Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies erosion prevention and sediment 

control practices including vegetative buffers, minimized soil disturbance, and construction 

phasing 

 

7. The applicant has been made aware that a water appropriation permit is needed from the DNR and 

has applied for necessary permitting. The DNR has indicated permitting will not be an issue. 

 

8. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

10. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 

 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  



 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

11. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

 

o The site is adequate for a barn, although the soil type is prone to ponding due to poor 

drainage 

o Applicants were advised to prepare a phosphorous based nutrient management plan to 

ensure adequate acres were identified to receive the manure 

o Property owner has agreed to a wider buffer around the barns for erosion control 

o Well maintained property with prompt manure removal after barn clean out 

 

12. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management  

 

13. A plat map, aerial photos and zoning map were presented. 

 

14. 21 notices were sent out regarding this item.  
 

15. Six people commented at the public hearing.  They stated concern with the following: 
 

o High nitrates within the County’s water and in particular, Agram Township 

o The need for reverse osmosis systems for safe drinking water 

o Protection of groundwater from contributing sources of nitrates 

o Stockpiling manure and the length of time the piles are on site 

o Wait to permit barns until more is known about nitrate issue 

 

16. The applicant stated they currently stockpile their manure, and that a majority of it is applied to 

acres within Little Falls Township.  She also stated that the acres to which they apply manure is 

part of their manure management plan. 

 

17. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 
 

o The State manure stockpiling standards and requirements 

o The State feedlot program inspection requirements 

o Method for tracking manure application 

o Identification of adequate acreage for manure application 

o Impacts of a total confinement barn versus the manure generated from the barn 

o Nitrates in the groundwater and contributing factors to the nitrate levels 

o Feedlot officer oversight of the clean out and stockpiling of manure 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Planning Commission found: 

 

1. The use will not put an excessive burden on roadways, utilities and public facilities such as 

parks and schools. There will be additional truck traffic, but it will not place an excessive burden 

on the road system. 

 

2. The request will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor impede the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the 

area.  The OFFSET calculation for this operation is 98%. Conditions on this permit will ensure 

manure management oversight. 

 

3. The use in the opinion of the Planning Commission is reasonably related to the existing land 

use and the environment.  Groundwater, surface water and air quality in the surrounding 

area will not be adversely affected by the proposed use.  There will be buffering around the 

barns to control runoff and conditions are in place to monitor manure storage as well as conditions 

to abide by the submitted plans. 

 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the purposes of the 

zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.  This is an 

agriculture community within agriculture zoning. 

 

5. The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan or Water Plan of the County.  With 

the conditions, nutrient management plan and oversight by the feedlot officer, this total 

confinement barn is in harmony. 

 

The following conditions were approved by the Planning Commission: 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management  

5. The property owner shall notify the feedlot office of clean-out activity. 

 

Motion was made by Robert Otremba and seconded by Francis Brisk to recommend approval of the 

application with above conditions.  The vote was “5” in favor, “0” opposed.    

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Donald Tschida for a Conditional Use Permit: 01.0144.000 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on September 5, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on August 28, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on a 160 acre parcel. A Tier 1 poultry feedlot exists on 

the property, along with 25 head of cattle. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented north and south.  It will meet all 

required Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,450 feet from the barns.  The nearest 

feedlot is approximately 2,500 feet away. 

 

4. The applicant will utilize 210 acres of his own land within Agram Township for manure 

application, along with additional acres contracted for manure transfer.  Those additional acres are 

located in Buckman Township. 

 

5. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 97%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

6. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year. 

 

7. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

o Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure will be composted and reused as bedding 

within the barns. The plan identifies that manure will be stored within a covered stacking slab 

and the dry litter will be incorporated within 24 hours of field application. A good faith effort 

will be made to contact neighbors to see if they would like notification of clean out activity. 

 

o Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies maintenance of clean, dry floors to eliminate 

manure buildup, prompt clean up of spilled feed, reduction of feed waste/water losses, 

maintenance of exhaust fans and avoidance of manure and dust accumulation, solid manure 

composting, covered composting and incorporation of manure within 24 hours to reduce 

feedlot odors 

 

o Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies erosion prevention and 

sediment control practices minimized soil disturbance 

 

8. The applicant has been made aware that a water appropriation permit is needed from the DNR and 

has applied for necessary permitting. The DNR has indicated permitting will not be an issue. 

 

9. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 



 

 

10. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

11. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 

 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  



 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

12. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

 

o The site is adequate for a barn, the soil has no water problems 

o A vegetative grass buffer surrounding the east side of the barn should be considered to prevent 

erosion from roof run-off (see feedlot compliance drawing) 

o Property owner has agreed to seal an abandoned dug well on the farmstead 

o A second compost facility should be planned for in the future 

o The applicant is aware of the nitrate issues within Agram Township and has provided 

mitigation of this issue on-site with manure storage area, regular soil testing and following 

their Conservation Stewardship Plan 

o Adequate acres are being soil tested to fully utilize the manure produced from this operation 

 

13. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction 

for ongoing stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review. 

 

14. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

15. 21 notices were sent out regarding this item.  
 

16. Five people commented at the public hearing.  They stated concern with the following: 
 

o High nitrates within the County’s water and in particular, Agram Township 

o The need for reverse osmosis systems for safe drinking water 

o Ability for the County to oversee the registered feedlots 

o Over application of manure 

 

17. The applicant stated he utilizes a stacking slab for manure storage that is of engineered design and 

covered. He stated the amount of manure has decreased with the new barn management regime of 

recycling manure back into the barn as bedding.  The applicant discussed farming practices and 

farmers’ awareness of environmental issues and impacts. He discussed the sophisticated and 

technical way farmers apply nutrients to fields and the modern farming practices that are 

employed as a result of learning from the past. 

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 
 

o The Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s proposed commercial fertilizer rule 

o The benefits and protection of stacking slabs for manure storage 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Planning Commission found: 

 

1. The use will not put an excessive burden on roadways, utilities and public facilities such as 

parks and schools. There are no parks or schools in the area.  No comment was received from the 

road authority with concern about the road. 

 

2. The request will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor impede the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the 

area.  The OFFSET calculation for this operation is 97%. The existing use is the same as what 

will be with this new barn.  No comment was received from neighbors about future plans for their 

property. 

 

3. The use in the opinion of the Planning Commission is reasonably related to the existing land 

use and the environment.  Groundwater, surface water and air quality in the surrounding 

area will not be adversely affected by the proposed use.  The existing area is agricultural, and 

this applicant meets the requirements. No stockpiling of manure will occur, because the operation 

already has a stacking slab. 

 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the purposes of the 

zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.  This is an 

agriculture community within agriculture zoning. The Board is tasked with promoting agriculture. 

 

5. The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan or Water Plan of the County.  With 

the conditions and existing stacking slab, this is in harmony with the plans of the county to 

promote agriculture and entrepreneurship.  
 

 

The following conditions were approved by the Planning Commission: 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management as shown within the Environmental Review.  

 

 

Motion was made by Robert Otremba and seconded by Ross Wamre to recommend approval of the 

application with above conditions.  The vote was “5” in favor, “0” opposed.    

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by Galen and Karla Stumpf for a Conditional Use Permit: 01.0131.004, 01.0134.000 & 01.0135.000 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on September 5, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on August 28, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on a 46.08 acre parcel. A Tier 1 poultry feedlot exists on 

the property. The applicant owns the adjacent 120 acre parcel to the east, for a total of 166.08 

acres. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented north and south.  It will meet all 

required Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,100 feet from the barns.  The nearest 

feedlot is approximately 2,600 feet away. 

 

4. The applicant will utilize approximately 800 acres of his own land within Agram Township for 

manure application.  A nutrient management plan is on file at the Land Services Department. 

 

5. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 98%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

6. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year. 

 

7. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

o Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure will be composted and reused as bedding 

within the barns. The plan identifies that manure will be incorporated within 24 hours of field 

application. A good faith effort will be made to incorporate manure immediately on the fields 

located within Pierz City limits. Composting is identified as the disposal method for 

mortalities. 

 

o Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies development of a neighbor relations plan, 

maintenance of exhaust fans and avoidance of manure and dust accumulation, management of 

mortalities via composting in an enclosed structure to reduce feedlot odors and addition of 

straw of other bedding material to reduce odor/emissions. 

 

o Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan does not identify any practices for 

erosion prevention and sediment control practices, indicating the site is very level. 

 

 

8. The applicant has been made aware that a water appropriation permit may be needed from the 

DNR. The DNR has indicated permitting is not anticipated to be an issue. 

 

9. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 



 

10. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

11. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Surface Water 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

12. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

 

o The site is adequate for a barn 

o The nearest non-feedlot residence is owned by the applicant and rented out 

o The Agram Town Hall is 640 feet from the barns 

o In winter months, manure is occasionally stockpiled on the south side of the existing barn for a 

maximum of four months. The soils are suitable for stockpiling, although the course subsoil 

can contribute to leaching; a cement stacking slab should be encouraged for manure storage.   

o A vegetative grass buffer surrounding the east side of the barn should be considered to prevent 

erosion from roof run-off (see feedlot compliance drawing) 

o The applicant is aware of the nitrate issue within the township. 

 

13. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction 

for ongoing stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review. 

5. A stacking slab shall be constructed for manure storage needs. 

 

14. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

15. 21 notices were sent out regarding this item; the County Engineer submitted an email stating no 

concern with the impact on the County road with this proposal. 

 

16. One person commented at the public hearing.  They questioned whether different soil could be laid 

for stockpiling of manure. 

 

17. The applicant stated he stockpiles manure now, and that he meets all of the requirements for 

stockpiling. He said he actively manages the manure so that stockpiling of manure can be avoided. 

A future stacking slab for manure storage would be considered. He stated the proximity of the 

barns to the Agram Town Hall does not appear to be an issue, since it is not a residence.    

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 

 

o The cost of a stacking slab 

o Adequate soils for stockpiling manure 

o The Soil and Water Conservation District’s recommendation with the Environmental 

Review for the construction of a stacking slab 



 

o Additional concrete aprons at the ends of the barn for manure storage 

 

The Planning Commission found: 

 

1. The use will not put an excessive burden on roadways, utilities and public facilities such as 

parks and schools. There is no extra burden, this farm is not close to public facilities.  The 

County Engineer commented that there is no issue with the capability of the road to handle the 

traffic from this operation. 

 

2. The request will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor impede the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the 

area.  This proposal should not impede other development. Careful manure application and timing 

in areas where residents live is observed. 

 

3. The use in the opinion of the Planning Commission is reasonably related to the existing land 

use and the environment.  Groundwater, surface water and air quality in the surrounding 

area will not be adversely affected by the proposed use.  The existing use is agriculture with an 

existing barn on site. The applicant will abide by the odor minimization, stormwater and good 

neighbor plans submitted with the application. 

 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the purposes of the 

zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.  This is an 

agriculture area, and agriculture operations should not be restricted so as to be detrimental to 

agriculture production. 

 

5. The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan or Water Plan of the County.  There 

is no conflict with the plans, the soils are suitable for stockpiling. 

 

The following conditions were approved by the Planning Commission: 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management as shown within the Environmental Review.  

5. The property owner shall contact the feedlot officer of all clean-out events. 

 

 

Motion was made by Robert Otremba and seconded by Ross Wamre to recommend approval of the 

application with above conditions.  The vote was “5” in favor, “0” opposed.    

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 In the Matter of an Application  

by David and Marilyn Meyer for a Conditional Use Permit: 01.0123.000 

 The above application came on for consideration before the Morrison County Board of 

Commissioners on September 5, 2017.  Based upon the application, information received at the public 

hearing held on August 28, 2017, the recommendations of staff and all files and records relating to the 

application, the Board makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1. The applicant currently owns and resides on a 157.1 acre parcel. A Tier 1 poultry feedlot exists on 

the property. 

 

2. The applicant is proposing a Tier II (301 to 650 animal units) total confinement poultry feedlot 

through the construction of a second poultry barn. 

 

3. One 60’ x 624’ barn is proposed. The barn will be oriented north and south.  It will meet all 

required Tier II feedlot setbacks.  The nearest residence is 1,340 feet from the barns.  The nearest 

feedlot is approximately 4,500 feet away. 

 

4. The applicant will utilize 471 acres of his own land within Agram Township for manure 

application, along with additional acres contracted for manure transfer.  Those additional acres are 

located in Agram Township. 

 

5. The OFFSET rating for this feedlot is 98%, including both barns. The required OFFSET 

annoyance-free rating feedlots must meet is 91%. 

 

6. Approximately five to six flocks of chickens are expected to cycle through each barn each year. 

 

7. The applicant has submitted the following plans: 

 

o Morrison County Good Neighbor Plan – The manure will be composted and reused as bedding 

within the barns. The plan identifies that manure will be incorporated within two days of field 

application. A good faith effort will be made to avoid manure application on holidays and 

special events. Composting is identified as the disposal method for mortalities, with rendering 

as a back up plan. 

 

o Odor Minimization Plan – The plan identifies establishment of adequate separation distances, 

maintenance of clean, dry floors to eliminate manure buildup, prompt clean up of spilled feed, 

reduction of feed waste/water losses, maintenance of exhaust fans and avoidance of manure 

and dust accumulation and management of mortalities via composting in an enclosed structure 

to reduce feedlot odors 

 

o Stormwater Plan for Feedlot Construction – The plan identifies check dams, erosion blankets, 

minimized soil disturbance, vegetative buffers and silt fencing for erosion prevention and 

sediment control practices. 

 

8. The applicant has been made aware that a water appropriation permit is needed from the DNR and 

has applied for necessary permitting. The DNR has indicated permitting will not be an issue. 

 

9. Agriculture zoning is the only district where new feedlots are allowed. The Morrison County Land 

Use Ordinance states the purpose of the Agriculture zoning district is to promote and protect areas  

 



 

which have high quality agriculture lands and are essentially rural in nature. Within this district 

agriculture activities shall be given precedence over other uses. 

 

10. Applicable Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives: 

Agriculture  

A1:  Ensure that the County provides and protects areas most suitable for a strong and stable 

agricultural industry, including, but not limited to crop production, animal husbandry, dairy and 

meat production, pasturelands or other similar uses. 

 

Objective 1: Ensure that County policies and ordinances do not restrict farming practices except as 

necessary to ensure compliance with law or to protect public health and safety. 

 

Objective 4: Encourage the use of odor reducing technology to minimize the impacts of feedlots 

on the natural and human environment 

 

Objective 8: Recognize efforts by local and regional organizations to support a local agricultural 

economy that is sustainable into the future and take action to implement their recommendations 

when deemed appropriate and consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Goal A2: Achieve an appropriate balance between the continued and growing desire of people and 

certain businesses to locate in rural settings and the need to accommodate agricultural and other 

rural land uses in these same areas. 

 

Goal A3:  Understand the positive and negative impacts of emerging agricultural practices and 

uses for agricultural products or lands. 

 

Goal A4:  Recognize the importance of agricultural practices, including manure management, 

tiling, application of fertilizers and pesticides, and clearing of new lands for agricultural uses being 

done in a responsible manner that protects the County’s ground and surface waters, nearby 

property owners and important wildlife habitats. 

 

Objective 1: Work with local farmers and other landowners, SWCD, state agencies and other 

interested parties to protect and enhance water quality in an orderly, effective and consistent 

manner while respecting private property rights. Prioritize the installation or enhancement of 

vegetative buffers or other best management practices in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 

or surface water pollution. 

 

Objective 3: Recognize the issues of feedlots and animal confinement areas with other land uses 

such as residential and commercial development and utilize new and existing controls to minimize 

conflicts and issues. 

 

11. Applicable Morrison County Comprehensive Water Plan Goals and Objectives: 

 

Groundwater  

 

Goal 1: Protect and provide high quality groundwater resources for the citizens and visitors of 

Morrison County. 

 

Goal 2: Preserve and ensure adequate quantity of the groundwater resources for the citizens and 

visitors of Morrison County. 

 

Surface Water 

 



 

 

Goal: To protect, enhance, and maintain the quality of all surface waters in Morrison County 

(lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands)  

 

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices by 

implementing the MN Buffer law on all protected waters and public ditches.  

 

Land Use and Development 

 

Goal: To ensure that land use decisions are compatible with natural resource protection  

Objective A: Reduce impacts of agricultural run-off from feedlots and farming practices  

 

12. An Environmental Review was conducted by the SWCD. Comment and recommendations were: 

 

o The site is adequate for a barn 

o Due to the numerous poultry barns in the area, it is imperative that adequate crop land is 

available for manure application 

o A vegetative grass buffer surrounding the east side of the barn should be considered to prevent 

erosion from roof run-off (see feedlot compliance drawing) 

o Pierz Fish Lake is approximately ½ mile to the north of the proposed and existing barn. 

 

13. Land Services staff suggested the following conditions: 

 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction 

for ongoing stormwater management, as shown within the Environmental Review. 

 

14. A plat map and aerial photos were presented. 

 

15. 39 notices were sent out regarding this item; the County Engineer submitted an email stating no 

concern with the impact on the County road with this proposal. 
 

16. Three people commented at the public hearing.  They stated concern with the following: 
 

o Who to talk with to stop the permitting of barns 

o There is a known problem with the water and stacking slabs should be constructed on these 

farms 

o Concern about health and drinking water 

 

17. The applicant stated he stockpiles manure now, but his current barn management has not required 

stockpiling. A future stacking slab for manure storage is planned and an application for funding 

has been submitted. He stated he utilizes a custom applicator, and the barns are not cleaned out 

until the applicator is ready to spread manure on the field.   

 

18. The Planning Commission had discussion with staff, each other and the applicant about the 

following: 
 

o The cost of a stacking slab 

o Adequate soils for stockpiling manure 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Planning Commission found: 

 

1. The use will not put an excessive burden on roadways, utilities and public facilities such as 

parks and schools. There are no parks or schools in the area.  The County Engineer commented 

that there is no issue with the capability of the road to handle the traffic from this operation. 

 

2. The request will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor impede the normal and orderly 

development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the 

area.  The OFFSET calculation for this operation is 98%. No comment was received from 

neighbors about future plans for their property. 

 

3. The use in the opinion of the Planning Commission is reasonably related to the existing land 

use and the environment.  Groundwater, surface water and air quality in the surrounding 

area will not be adversely affected by the proposed use.  This barn should not have an impact. 

The soil conditions are suitable for stockpiling and a nutrient management plan is in place. 

 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and the purposes of the 

zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.  This is an 

agriculture community, and agriculture is given precedence over other uses in this area. 

 

5. The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan or Water Plan of the County.  With 

the conditions, this is in harmony. 

 

The following conditions were approved by the Planning Commission: 

1. Abide by local and state law.  

2. Notify road authority when hauling manure during road restrictions.  

3. Abide by the good neighbor, stormwater plan and feedlot odor minimization plans.  

4. Plant and maintain a 50’ wide grass buffer around the perimeter of the barns after construction for 

ongoing stormwater management as shown within the Environmental Review.  

5. The property owner shall contact the feedlot officer of all clean-out event. 

 

 

Motion was made by Tom Crawford and seconded by Francis Brisk to recommend approval of the 

application with above conditions.  The vote was “5” in favor, “0” opposed.    

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


















































































































































































































































































































































